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The character of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
was created in 1939 by Robert L. May, a copywriter
for the Montgomery Ward department store, as a
promotional gimmick.
It is a myth that Coca-Cola created the red-and-
white suit for Santa Claus. He had been depicted in a
red suit for centuries before the company's
advertising campaign.
Did you know our country has 1,872 Christmas tree
farms? According to Statistics Canada, the farms
were concentrated in British Columbia, Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
The first Christmas tree in North America was set up
in Sorel, Quebec, in 1781 by the baroness of
Riedesel, who decorated a balsam fir with fruits and
white candles to celebrate the end of a difficult
period.
According to Statistics Canada, almost six million
liters of eggnog are consumed in December.

Things you may not know about Christmas!

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/dai/smr08/2019/smr08_234


Mayor’s 
Corner

As we near the joyous season of Christmas it is with a heavy heart that I write this article in
Mayor’s Corner. The Community has lost a “star” in the world of Community Service and
the void left will be extremely difficult to fill. Dorinda (Doreen) Parker, Deputy Mayor, past
President of the Royal Canadian Legion, and dear friend to so many has left us after a
short battle with cancer.
Doreen was an extremely close friend, and we worked on many endeavours together since
I retired back home from military service. I joined the executive board of Branch #23 shortly
after settling back in this beautiful “neck of the woods”. Doreen and I worked on many
projects at the Legion including River Run 4 Vets, Legion’s cosmetic upgrades, Museum,
and acquisition of an M-109 artillery gun to adorn the cenotaph. There were many
fundraisers that Doreen spearheaded, and she was always in the background making
certain the events were successful.
During the time she served as President and executive member, the Legion was in great
hands. I encouraged Doreen to consider running for Council when Municipal Reform
brought the Grand Lake Road settlement in to the Village. Doreen had always indicated
that she would like to participate in municipal governance and this “sell” was not difficult!
Not only did she run for a Council seat, but Doreen received the most votes in the Village.
There is a tradition in this municipality that the elected candidate with the most votes is
offered the position of Deputy Mayor, and I was extremely proud to offer and see her
accept.
As Deputy Mayor, Doreen took a large leadership role on Council. She filled in to Chair
several Council meetings with professionalism and confidence. As a member of this
Council, Doreen wore many hats - Councillor in charge of Prospect Place, parks, and spent
significant time in charge of roads and streets. We also formed a committee to take
operational control of the Doak Historical Property. We were in the process of forming an
Athletic Association to enhance sport in the Village and Upper Miramichi region. 
There will be many great words spoken of Doreen Parker - community leader and a
wonderful family person. Doreen was always the person I brought my problems to when it
came to community service. She always listened and brought a great perspective. I will
miss my friend and the community will miss her. The initiatives she brought to our
community will never be forgotten. Until we meet again Doreen, watch over us as we carry
on with our work in the Village.

Mayor
Art O’Donnell











Good Shephard Parish -
Our Lady of Annunciation

Fridays - 6:30 pm
Saturdays - 4 pm

Anglican Parish
St. Andrew’s - Doaktown

St. James the Greater- Ludlow
 
Sun., Dec. 7 & 14
9 am - Ludlow
11 am - Doaktown

Church  Services

Abundant Life Church

Morning Worship & Sunday School
Sundays - 11 am 

  Bible Study
Tuesdays  - 7 pm 

St. Raphael’s - Blackville
Tuesdays - 9 am
Sundays - 9 am

United Church
Boiestown & St. Thomas United

Sundays - 11 am
Dec. 7 - Doaktown 
Dec. 14 - Boiestown - Communion
Dec. 21 - Doaktown
Dec. 28 - Boiestown

 Miramichi Valley Church

Sundays -  10:30 am
Mid Week Study Wednesdays - 7 pm

Allegheny Wesleyan Methodist Church

Sundays -  11 am & 6 pm 
Wednesday - 7 pm  

Sun., Dec. 21 & 28
9 am - Doaktown
11 am - LudlowSt. Bridget’s - Renous

Mondays - 11 am
Sundays - 11 am

Wed. Dec. 24 - 7 pm - Doaktown

United Church
Boiestown & St. Thomas United

Anglican Parish
St. Andrew’s - Doaktown

St. James the Greater- Ludlow4 pm - St Raphael’s, Blackville
7 pm - St Bridget’s, Renous
Midnight - Our Lady of Annunciation

Wed., Dec. 24 -

10 am - St Raphael’s, BlackvilleThurs., Dec. 25 -

Wed., Dec. 31 - 4 pm - Our Lady of Annunciation

Thus., Jan. 1 - 9 am - St Raphael’s, Blackville
11 am - St Bridget’s, Renous

Good Shephard Parish

Wed. Dec. 24 - 5 pm - Ludlow
8 pm - Doaktow

Christmas Mass Schedule





Gold - $5,000
Doaktown Pharmasave

Thru the Roof - $25,000
Martime Environmental Inc

JD Irving Limited - Woodlands Division

Silver - $2,500
Doaktown Dental      Stanley Mutual

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORSTHANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Bronze - $1,000
Anonymous Donor                      Clarence Taylor
Tim Horton’s Doaktown

SPONSORSHIPSSPONSORSHIPS
RAISE STATION 328

Platinum $10,000

If you are interested in sponsoring the Doaktown Fire Department,
Raise the Station fundraiser, please contact the Village office at

(506)365-7970 or info@doaktown.ca

Friends of the DFD 
up to $1,000



DOAKTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT’S
FIREFIGHTER CHALLENGE 

WORLD CHAMPIONS

The highlight of the week was Steven Magnus throwing
down the run of his life to finally make the “Lion’s Den” —
a big-time milestone for guys under 40 in the Firefighter
Challenge who finish the course in under 1:40. After years
of grinding, tons of training, and a bunch of heartbreaking
near-misses by just seconds, Magnus got it done on the
toughest course yet… slipping in by just 0.32 of a second!

Doaktown Fire is officially the FASTEST  fire department in the WORLD! 
For the first time, Doaktown takes the WORLD TITLE in the FIRE DEPARTMENT

SHOWDOWN at Firefighter Challenge Championship Series Worlds in Dallas, Texas!

L-R, Steven Magnus, Isaac Nason, Steven McAleer, Zach
Geisbecht, Jon Betts & Anthony Storey



Fire Department Relay - Bronze - Nason, Betts, Magnus,
McAleer , and Storey
Under 40 Hybrid Relay - Bronze - Team Canada,  Storey,
Dicks, Webster and Stasuik)
Under 40 Male Tandem - Bronze - Betts and Storey

Doaktown Fire Accomplishments
Fire Department Team - Gold
Junior Individual - Gold & World Record Holder- Zach
Giesbrecht

Zach set the world record time in his age category with a
time of 1:44.63.

 Age 18 - 24 Individual - Gold & World Record Holder - Isaac
Nason
Age 70+ Individual - Gold & World Record Holder - Steven
McAleer
Age 40 - 45 Male Tandem - Gold - Jon Betts & Baran 
Age 40 -49 Hybrid Relay - Gold  - The EH Team, Betts, King,
Woodford and Baca
Hybrid Under 40 Coed Tandem - Gold -  Anthony Storey and
Cichocka

Hybrid Under 40 Coed Tandem - Silver - Jon Betts and Maric
Age 40 - 45 Individual - Silver - Jon Betts
Age 65+ Male Tandem Silver - Steven McAleer & Tom Reid
(New Zealand) 

2 OF THE "TOP 10" FASTEST IN THE WORLD LIONS DEN – Steven Magnus











This will be a chance for those dealing with
cancer at any stage in their journey to connect
with each other while supported by our team.

The Central Miramichi Community Health Centre
will be hosting a Cancer Support group. 

 While the December date will be a first chance to
meet, the group will also continue into the new year
with discussion topics that will assist participants in

their experience. 

Please come and join us.

The Central Miramichi Community

Health Centre 

Starting - Tues. Dec. 9 at 2 pm
Located at the Centre’s Community Room







CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Christmas

Read the definitions below and fill in the grid.

ACROSS DOWN
1. This shines on top of the Christmas tree.
2. A happy feeling during Christmas.
3. It rings during the holidays.
4. He brings presents on Christmas.
8. Something you give or get on Christmas.

1

3

5 6

4

2

7 8

9

1. White and cold, it falls in winter.

5. We decorate this with lights and ornaments.

6. A sweet treat, like a cane.

7. Bright decorations for houses and trees.

9. Santa’s little helper

Across - 1 Snow, 5 Tree, 6 Candy, 7 Lights, 8 Elf - Down - 1 Star, 2 Joy, 3 Bell, 4 Santa, 8 Gift. 



Differences- hat direction, brim of had pattern, berries on left, bow on left, Santa's eyes, branch on right, leaf by berries on right, sleighs smile, sleighs cheeks, button.

1 - elf hat, 2 - star, 3 - snowflake, 4 - ornament





Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year I would like to
have:



This year, I've been:

Because

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,
My name is

I am years old.

Good Naughty

This Christmas, I want:

Sincerely,





We are excited to introduce you to a new season of curling and invite
you to take part. Below are some items that might interest you.

Doaktown Curling Club
2025-2026 Season

For more information call 
Delmer at (506)365-7278 or Arthur at (506) 230-0336

STUDENT TEAMS 
The club would welcome a team or teams of 4 to 6
students from local schools (grades 7-12). Instruction
and guidance will be given. This team will be placed
on the regular schedule so a commitment of 2 nights
a week would be required. Free membership!

OPEN NIGHT 
This is for those people who may want to curl but can’t commit to a
schedule. There will be one night a week (probably Friday) where
anyone can drop in to curl. If popular enough this may become a
“WINGS AND CURL” night.

REGULAR CURLING AND STICK CURLING. 
Presently we have two schedules; regular
curling in the evening (even here we have
stick curlers) and specifically stick curlers
in the afternoons. Stick curling is
becoming very popular across Canada. 

FREE MEMBERSHIP TO NEW CURLERS. 
This is for anyone who is totally new to curling OR who hasn’t curled for
over a year We want you back! Curling is a sport that can be adapted
to you no matter what your activity level or mobility issues. All you need
is a clean pair of foot ware; we have all other equipment available.



The family of the late Nilah Price would like to express our deepest and most
heartfelt gratitude to everyone who supported us as we mourned our beloved
mom, sister, friend, and Nan. The kindness shown to us during this difficult time
has been truly astounding, and we are profoundly grateful. Nilah will always be
remembered for her kind words, warm hugs, and her infectious smile.
Thank you for every thoughtful word, shared memory, card, flower, hug, meal,
and donation. Each gesture reminded us of how blessed we are to be surrounded
by such a compassionate community.
We are especially thankful to Pastor Carroll and Mrs. Carroll for providing such a
beautiful service; to Pastor Dwight Cole for his meaningful contribution to the
service; and to Mindy and Mya Cole for their beautiful music. We are also deeply
grateful to the Abundant Life Church family for providing the delicious food for
the reception.

From the bottom of our hearts—thank you.
Krista, Tim, Jamie, Jennifer,

 Alex, Keir & Kate

Memorials & Thank You



Mike Colford
July 31, 1955 – December 21, 2024

We love and miss you
Cora-Lynn, Tanner, Sylvie, 

Alex and Charly
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CORE Computing Inc      Computer Sales and

Service         

340 Main Street, Doaktown, NB E9C 1E3

Phone: (506) 474-3339

Email: info@corecomputing.ca 

Claude Petitpas
www.corecomputing.ca

Big Box Store Prices with Home Town Service 

Advertisements

Porter’s Bottle Exchange
5 Nelson Hollow Dr.

Doaktown, NB E9C 1X7

Phone - (506) 365-7326 

As we near the end of 2025, we would like to extend
heartfelt thanks to our customers for their continued
support, and to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas
and a Healthy, Happy and safe New Year.

Our hours of operation over the Christmas season will
be as follows:

Closed:      December 24, 25, 26 & 27

Open:         December 29 and 30

Closed:      December 31 and January 1

Re-opening on regular schedule January 2, 2026 at
8:00 am.

We look forward to serving you in 2026. 
 

Jeff and Judy Porter

MERRY CHRISTMASHAPPY NEW YEAR
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MERRY CHRISTMASHAPPY NEW YEAR



Subscriptions to the Doaktown
Headwaters are $40/yr. You get a
coloured copy mailed to your home.
Subscriptions can be paid in cash or 
e-transfer to headwaters@doaktown.ca

Subsc
ri

pt
io

ns are a great gift idea

Deadline for  the February

2026 issue will beDEADLINE
Jan. 15, 2026

AD SIZE

1/8 Page

1/4 Page

1/2 Page

Full Page

PRICE

$20

$30

$40

$50

Ads can be purchased by cash or e-transfer.

Questions and e-transfers can be forwarded

to headwaters@doaktown.ca

There will be no issue for
January 2026. Next issue will be

February 2026.



WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT AND LOOK FORWARD TO 

SERVING YOU THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. 

Wednesday, Dec 24th – 8am to 2pm
Thursday, Dec 25th – CLOSED 
Friday, Dec 26th – CLOSED 
Saturday, Dec 27th – 8am to 3pm 
Sunday, Dec 28th – CLOSED 
Monday, Dec 29th – 8am to 5pm 
Tuesday, Dec 30th – 8am to 5pm 
Wednesday, Dec 31st – 8am to 2pm 
Thursday, Jan 1st – CLOSED 
Friday, Jan 2nd – RESUME REGULAR HOURS 
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Recycle

Garbage

Garbage & Recycle

Council Meeting
*Spring Cleanup June 1 Fall Cleanup - October 19

July

April

January

October
T

May

August
T

February

November
T F

June

March

December
T F

September
T F

2026
Village of Doaktown

298 Main St. 
Doaktown NB, E9C 1E2 

Phone: (506) 365-7970

Email: office@doaktown.ca 
Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 am -5pm

All dates on this calendar are subject to change when necessary due to events beyond our control.
Please check your monthly Newsletter for dates each month as well as on our Facebook Page. 
June 01-October 31 will be garbage pick up every week with every other week recycle pick up.
Garbage must be at the curb by 6 am.



Robert Gilks
Water & Waste Water Services  
robert.gilks@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-0170

Beresford Price
Garbage and Recycling, Animal
Control & Doaktown Community
Library
beresford.price@doaktown.ca
(506) 259-3636

Paige Storey
Fire Department, EMO, Economic
Development/Grants, Policing &
By-Law Enforcement
paige.storey@doaktown.ca 
(506) 625-1575

Carl Price
Transportation, Building/Planning
Enforcement
carl.price@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-0111

Oversees all Village concerns.

mayor.artodonnell@doaktown.ca
506-261-3298

Prospect Place Arena, Economic
Development/Grants, Tourism,
Doaktown Community Park &
Picnic Site

deputymayor.doreenparker@doaktown.ca

506-365-0392

Karen Petitpas
Village Clerk/Assistant Treasurer
karen.petitas@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-7970 Ext. 1

Krista Lambert 
Assistant Clerk/Treasurer
krista.lambert@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-7970 Ext. 2

Joy Amos
Office Assistant
office@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-7970 Ext. 3

Shawn Brown 
Public Works Supervisor
shawn.brown@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-0138

Doug Munn 
Public Works Assistant
doug.munn@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-0685

Mark Betts 
Arena Manager
mark.betts@doaktown.ca
(506) 365-7945 arena
(506) 365-0411 cell

Nathan Kelly
Arena Assistant/Student Supervisor/ 
Public Works Assistant
nathan.kelly@doaktown.ca
(613) 929-3497 cell

Peter Arbeau 
Animal Control
arbeaupeter10@gmail.com
(506)365-0601

Tim Lambert
Fire Chief
dfdchief@doaktown.ca
(506)365-0179

Councillors

Mayor
Arthur O’Donnell

Deputy Mayor

Doreen Parker

WWW.DOAKTOWN.CA

VILLAGE OF DOAKTOWN 
289 MAIN STREET

DOAKTOWN,  NB E9C 1E2
(506)365-7970

INFO@DOAKTOWN.CA

Staff

GMRSC Planning
(506)-778-5359
Toll free: (855)-647-5359

Services

Sarah Gilks
Fitness Center
sarah.gilks@doaktown.ca
(506) 478-2099

mailto:robert.gilks@doaktown.ca
mailto:beresford.price@doaktown.ca
mailto:Mayor.artodonnel@doaktown.ca
mailto:Deputymayor.doreenparker@doaktown.ca
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